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Orchard Fields Community School  

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

School Information Report 

 

The following pages set out information about our provision for children with 

special educational needs. This information is updated regularly. 

Our School 

At Orchard Fields we recognise that all children are individuals with a range of 

needs particular to them. At Orchard Fields we provide for children with a 

range of special education needs including those with 

 

 Cognition and learning needs; including specific learning difficulties. 

 Social, emotional and mental health needs. 

 Sensory and/or physical needs; this includes children with visual or 

hearing needs, or a physical disability that affects their learning. 

 Communication and interaction needs; this include those with speech and 

language and communication difficulties including Autistic Spectrum 

related conditions. 

 

Our Special Educational Needs coordinator (SENCO) is Miss K Gair.  

Our Governor with responsibility for SEND is Karen Atkins. They can be 

contacted on 01295 263324 

Our Governor for Safeguarding is Elaine King and she can be contacted through 

the school. 

 

A link to the SEND Policy can be found on the policy page of the school website 

or is available on request at the school office. 

A link to our Accessibility Plan can be found on the policy page of the school 

website. 

 

How do we identify and give extra support to children with SEND? 

The school uses the Oxfordshire County Council Guidance ‘Identifying and 

supporting special educational needs in Oxfordshire Schools and settings’ 
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The guidance sets out; 

 How we identify if a child has a special educational need. 

 How we asses children and plan for their special educational needs and 

how we adapt our teaching. 

 How we can adapt our school environment to meet each child’s needs. 

 How we review progress and agree outcomes and involve you and your 

child in this. 

Click here to read it  

 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childrenedu

cationandfamilies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/Compilation

FoundationYearsandPrimary.pdf 

 

How do we work with children and parents? 

We contact parents if we have a concern that a child may have a special 

educational need and use The Oxfordshire Guidance to identify the child’s 

specific needs. We work closely with children with SEND and their parents 

to agree outcomes and how we will all work together towards these. We will 

do this at parent evening meetings, using home/school diary, individual 

meetings and scheduled phone calls etc. Parents will receive copies of the 

pupil profiles and reviews. 

We offer parents and children opportunities to contribute to our policies on 

SEND and Equality through the school council and parent questionnaires. 

 

Adapting the Curriculum 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all children including those 

with SEND. Details are published on the school website. The way we adapt 

for children with SEND is set out in the School Accessibility Plan. This is 

published on the website. 

We use a range of intervention programmes in all year groups to support 

development and acquisition of literacy and numeracy skills. 

For example; small group support for phonics, comprehension, writing, maths, 

Talkboost and EAL support; 1-1 support for speech and language and every 

child a reader; extra Higher Level Teaching Assistants and Teachers have 

been employed to provide extra support both in and out of class. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/CompilationFoundationYearsandPrimary.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/CompilationFoundationYearsandPrimary.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/CompilationFoundationYearsandPrimary.pdf
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We work closely with the Speech Therapy service to support the 

development and acquisition of language skills for individuals through 1-1 

support programmes and group interventions such as pre-teaching vocabulary 

and Spirals. We also employ a speech and language therapist for 2 days a 

week to support speech and language development in the Early Years and 

Year1. 

We also have a Welfare Officer who supports children who have social and 

emotional needs. This support may be class based, 1-1 or small group sessions 

and is a point of contact for parents. 

 

What Expertise can we offer? 

We have an experienced SENCO who has completed the SEND Leadership 

course and is a trained Good Behaviour Game Mentor and a THRIVE 

practitioner. 

Teaching Assistants are trained to work with the children they are 

supporting and to provide quality support within the classroom. We draw on 

internal expertise and outside agencies to provide training opportunities for 

teaching assistants. 

All of our teaching assistants are trained to deliver a range of interventions 

and we have teaching assistants who are also skilled with working with pupils 

with speech and language needs and English as an additional language. 

We also employ a number of extra teachers who provide extra support for 

children with SEND both in and out of class this could be within a large 

group 1-1 or small group sessions. 

All staff have generalist level training in Safeguarding and Health and 

Safety. 

Named staff have training in paediatric First Aid and some who have Epi-pen 

training. 

We have members of the Senior Leadership Team with enhanced training in 

Safeguarding, Health and Safety and Domestic Abuse. 

We have a Home School Link worker who focuses on attendance and supports 

families where attendance and punctuality is an issue.  

We also have a Welfare Officer who has had specific training on behaviour 

and developing social skills through THRIVE training. She supports 

individuals in class, as well as providing 1-1 and small group sessions 

developing social skills, improving self-esteem and behaviour management. 
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There is a named Governor for SEND and another for Safeguarding. 

We buy in the services of an Educational Psychologist and they work closely 

with staff, parents and children in assessing a child’s needs and planning 

support for them. We also employ our own speech and language therapist for 

two days a week to work in Early Years and Key Stage 1. 

We also have access to and work with a range of outside agencies, including; 

 

NHS Speech and Language Therapy 

Language, Communication and Interaction Service 

Occupational Therapy Service 

Physiotherapy Service 

Complex Needs Service Specialist Advisory Teacher 

Physical Disability County Team 

Vision Impairment Service 

Hearing Impairment Service 

Local Community Support Services (LCSS) 

Social Services 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

Child and Adolescent Harmful Behaviour Service (CAHBS) 

Children’s Social Care 

Play Therapy 

Young Carers 

 

Information about these services can be found on the Oxfordshire County 

Council SEND web pages; 

We always discuss the involvement of specialist SEND services with parents 

first. We also work with other services and organisations who may be 

involved with the family with the family’s permission. 

 

How do we know if SEND provision is effective? 

The progress of all children is tracked throughout the school by class 

teachers and the Senior Leadership Team. This is done through; 

 Termly progress tracking data completed by the class teacher 

 Pupil progress meetings between class teachers and the Headteacher 

and the SENCo 

 Termly data analysis in relation to National expectations 
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 Book and planning scrutiny by curriculum coordinators and a member 

of the Senior Leadership Team. 

 Observations and drop-ins both in class and with interventions by 

members of the Senior Leadership Team. 

 Monitoring progress of children involved in intervention groups 

 

In addition for children with SEND we review progress towards the agreed 

outcomes three times a year assessing whether the support that has been in 

place has made a difference and what we need to do next. We evaluate against 

age related expectations and use a point score system to track the rate of 

progress. This is done with parents and children during parents meetings. 

When we run intervention groups for individuals and groups of children their 

progress is monitored and the information gathered is used to plan future 

interventions. 

A whole school provision map is created, costed and evaluated for its 

effectiveness three times a year. 

Regular feedback is given to the Governing Body and an Annual Governors report 

will reflect their monitoring of the success of SEND provision. 

 

You can read this report by following the link on the website. 

 

How are children with SEND helped to access activities outside the 

classroom? 

All children are included in activities and trips following risk assessments where 

needed and in accordance with duties under the Equality Act 2010. We will 

always talk to parents and children about trips so that everyone is clear about 

what will happen. 

Before and after school child care and after school clubs are open to all 

children. If there are particular SEND issues these are discussed with the 

members of staff involved to ensure that the child is able to access the club 

and ensure appropriate support is available for that child to remain safe and 

fully participate. 

There is information about activities and events for children with disabilities 

and SEND in Oxfordshire in the Family Information Directory, this can be 

found at 
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http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page 

Oxfordshire accessibility strategy can be read at 

 

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/S

EN/guidance/Schools_Accessibility_Strategy.pd 

 

What do we do to support the wellbeing of children with SEND? 

All children have the opportunities to share their views through their school 

council representative and sports councillor. 

In class, there are regular opportunities to voice their opinions and concerns 

during PSHE sessions and children have access to the Welfare Officer, 

Headteacher and SENCo who will listen to any issues or concerns a child may 

have. 

We also carry out questionnaires with children about their learning and their 

safety. 

We listen to children with SEND by giving them opportunities to contribute to 

their Review meetings. They are given the opportunity to work with their 

teacher or teaching assistant to complete a pupil voice form appropriate to 

their age before meetings which is presented at the review, and to attend 

reviews and contribute as appropriate. 

The SENCO, Head and members of the Senior Leadership Team observe 

intervention groups and in class TA support and will talk to the children about 

what they are doing and if the children find it helpful. 

Our TAs have good relationships with our children and are available to offer 

time to listen and offer pastoral support to children under the supervision of 

the class teacher.  

We take bullying very seriously. We have an anti-bullying policy in place. A copy 

of this can be found on the website. We help to prevent bullying by being an 

open and inclusive school; recognising and sharing all of our children’s 

achievements and qualities through sharing and values assemblies. We also have 

a special anti-bullying week and have bullying ambassadors in school. 

Playtimes and lunchtimes are supervised by Teachers, TAs and lunchtime 

supervisors who know the children well and are consistent in implementing school 

policies. All children are encouraged to speak to an adult about incidents that 

may take place and these are dealt with firmly and fairly in line with our 

http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/SEN/guidance/Schools_Accessibility_Strategy.pd
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/SEN/guidance/Schools_Accessibility_Strategy.pd
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behaviour policy (a summary of this is on our website and a paper copy of this is 

available from the office). 

We have a strong safeguarding policy in place. All our staff have up to date 

training with nominated staff having enhanced training. 

 

Joining the School and moving on 

We encourage new children joining our school to visit with their parents. For 

children with SEND starting in our foundation stage we will liaise with their pre-

school setting to put in a transition plan in place if it is needed. This will usually 

take the form of a transition meeting with the parents, and SENCOs from both 

settings and any outside agencies that may be involved. We will then develop an 

appropriate plan to support the child’s transition. 

Children with SEND joining other year groups will with their parents have an 

opportunity to meet with the Head and/or SENCO to discuss their needs and 

aspirations. When necessary a transition meeting will be held. We always liaise 

with a pupil’s previous school and any organisations/agencies supporting them. 

When a pupil moves on to a Secondary placement we will liaise the term before 

they leave with the SENCO of the receiving school. For pupils with Education 

Health and Social Care Plans (EHCPs) this liaison will start as soon as the child 

has a confirmed place. The Year 6 teacher and/or the SENCO meet with the 

SENCO/Welfare manager/Head of Year 7 from the receiving school and give 

full information about a pupil’s needs, strengths and achievements. The SENCO 

from the secondary school will be invited to the final Annual Review for pupils 

on an EHC plan and other reviews if appropriate. We have strong links with our 

local secondary schools and each year encourage our SEND pupils to take part in 

the transition events offered. For individuals needing more support we work 

with the secondary schools to tailor transition packages to meet their particular 

needs and provide the TA support to allow this to happen. 

 

 

 

Who to contact 

If you are concerned about your child please speak to your child’s teacher in the 

first instance. 

For concerns about SEND provision, outside agency support etc. then please 

contact the SENCO/Deputyhead Miss Gair on 01295 263324 
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For whole school issues then please contact the Head teacher Mrs Shilston on 

01295 263324 

If you would like to give feedback including compliments and complaints about 

SEND provision these are welcomed and the SENCO or Headteacher will aim to 

get back to you within the working week. 

 

In the event of a formal complaint concerning special educational needs 

provision for a child, parents should contact the Headteacher and follow LA 

procedures. Information is available from the Headteacher on the Code of 

Practice, guides to provision, the SEND tribunal and how to contact the LA. 

 

The school can put parents in contact with SENDIASS who can provide flexible 

services for parents and empower parents to play an informed and active part in 

their child’s education. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/contact-parent-partnership 

 

If you would like impartial advice from Oxfordshire’s SEN and Disability 

Information Advice Support Service contact them on 01865 810516 

 

If you’d like to know more about opportunities for children and young people 

with SEN and their families, support groups or information about SEN these are 

listed in the Family Information Directory: 

http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.pageOxfordshire’s 

Local Offer contains lots of information for parents. Click here to see it: 

SEND: The Local Offer 

 

Local Numbers that may be useful 

SENDIASS        01865 810516 

CAMHS      01295 819138 

Speech and Language Therapy service  01295 819179 

Occupational Therapy service    01295 81179 

North Oxfordshire Academy   01295224300 

Wykham Park Academy    01295 251451 

Blessed George Napier School   01295 264216 

The Warriner School    01295 271841 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/contact-parent-partnership
http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer

